
 
 

Minutes 
Thursday 2 March 2017, 7.30 - 9.00pm 

 
1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 
Present: Louise Ferguson, Pamela Grant, Juliet Hyder, Ida Maspero, 
Andy McKenzie, Mike Nicholson, Orlagh Sheils, Karen Taylor, Elly 
Tolmie. 
 
Apologies: Ally Hume, Amanda Singleton 
 
2. OUTSTANDING ITEMS FROM LAST MEETING 
2.1     New notice boards – purchase costs for new notice boards were sourced 
last autumn and there were initial discussions with the school’s business 
manager about where to put them, costs, installation, etc. 

ACTION: Ida M dig out costs; contact school for update Orlagh S 

2.2 Events: parent social – Pamela G suggested the event be done around 
November 2017. 

 
3. REQUESTS FOR FUNDS 

● iPads: a total of eight iPads are not working. School staff have sourced 
initial repair costs of approximately £600. The PSA suggested that 
guarantees be checked before planning repair works. 

Agreed - accurate costs to come 
£600 

 
4. iPads APPEAL UPDATE 

● The school are looking for a further 25 iPads in total 
● The Wardie Charitable Trust are to put forward an initial £1,000 
● To promote this flagship appeal to parents and carers, Karen T had 

been asked at the previous meeting to look into the school supplying 
info and material showcasing how pupils use the iPads in classrooms, 
quotes, photographs, etc. Karen said that Victoria Fair is involved with 
making a video/presentation on how pupils use the iPads. 

ACTION: Karen/Victoria to notify PSA committee once it’s ready 
 

 

 



 

5. PROPOSED PARENT MERGER 
 

● Ida M and Mike N explained the recent Gift Aid trial at the Family 
Ceilidh. Gift Aid can be claimed on door donations collected an 
‘aggregated donation’. 

● The recent donation and gift aid trials, as well as other issues, have led 
to discussions around the potential for merging some or all of the parent 
bodies. Ida M had initial discussions with Jane N on 24 February and 
with Alex McP of the Parent Council on 26 Feb. Members of the PSA 
and WCT met on 27 February [see Addendum 1 for WCT notes] 

● Parent Council are also meeting tonight to discuss if and how the Parent 
Council could be streamlined. 

● Next step is to look at the PSA and WCT constitutions. The suggestion 
is that the WCT would be the main body due to charitable status, and 
any changes could be done by the end of the school year. Any possible 
changes or merge with the Parent Council could be done at a later date 

● Ida M would like to call the Scottish Parent Teacher Council (SPTC) - 
the umbrella org for parent bodies in Scotland - to seek advice. 

● David Jamieson (WCT treasurer) is currently doing a job description for 
his role. Both David and Ally H are potentially due to step down at the 
end of this school year. Ida M suggested both the PSA and WCT email 
those who have recently helped out with PSA events or WCT work 

ACTION: PSA AND WCT office bearers 

● With both the PSA and WCT treasurers potentially stepping down, Juliet 
asked if the PSA and WCT bank accounts could become one now 
rather than later. After discussion, it was agreed that the PSA and WCT 
will continue with separate bank accounts and any financial merges 
would be done at the same time of the dissolution of the PSA. In the 
meantime, the PSA can find out timescales of closing its bank account. 

ACTION: Orlagh S 

Post meeting note: conversation with SPTC on day after meeting. 
Feedback in Addendum 2. 

6. RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
6.1      Family Ceilidh 

● Approximately 115 attendees with donations on the door 
● The event raised £352.64 compared to last year’s figure of £171 when a 

large cash and carry stock-up was done 
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● Raffle and tombola were popular. Pamela to follow up ceilidh helpers for 
potential help with the Summer Fair 

ACTION: Orlagh S to send Pamela G list of ceilidh helpers 

6.2 Easter Fun Day 

● Clare W, Katy L and Olivia D organising this year’s event with an 
entertainer and an Easter egg trail. £3 suggested donation on the door, 
Gift Aid to be claimed again. Ida M to help update the flyer. 

6.3      Summer Fair 

● Pamela G confirmed she was still trying to get together a working group. 
Elly Tolmie is part of the working group, but Pamela still needs 
approximately four or five parent/carer volunteers to help organise the 
event. Angela Jackson-Barnes able to help with working group? 

ACTION: All to ask around for help 

● Currently booked or dealing with: bouncy castle/inflatable fun run, 
ponies, BBQ, pipe band, Daddy Daycare volunteering 

● Raffle – Juliet H discussed the WCT’s recent £150 Scotmid voucher 
donation and suggested it be part of the Summer Fair raffle. Juliet 
explained the caveat from Scotmid of having to ensure further money is 
generated from the vouchers – therefore WCT would need to have a 
percentage of the overall raffle takings. Ida M suggested the working 
group, when complete, look at potential raffle prizes as they come in. 
Ida M asked if there was anyone on the WCT who could help with the 
raffle 

● Use the school and PSA newsletters to ask for donations, filled jars, etc. 
● New suggestions for 2017: 

○ corporate sponsorship 
○ eventbrite sessions for pony rides 
○ school choir 

7. UPDATE ON REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
● Pre-loved sales – Ida M confirmed £100 since January. There is always 

a need for volunteers and help with the lost property. The clothes rail is 
broken but Lisa may be fixing it – Ida M to check 

● Bake sale – Brenda, Julie and Trudi continue to organise the monthly 
bake sales. It may be useful to contact them about: 

● the new location (inbetween the dinner hall and the P3 exit door),  
● recent parent/carer feedback about best to drum up interest 
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8. OUTDOOR WORKING LIAISON GROUP (OWL) 
There was no update from the school. Mike N and Juliet H confirmed that the 
WCT has: 

● two applications pending for books etc. for Outdoor Library 
● recent contact with Waitrose about a Community Matters box, and 
● recent contact with the Siobhan Dowd Trust. 

Ida mentioned the Trinity Community Council for possible small grants towards 
the outdoor library project or the Granton and District Community Council 

9. AOB 
None. 
 
NEXT PSA MEETING 
 
DATE: Monday 24 April 2017 
TIME: 7.30-9.00pm 
PLACE: Wardie School Library 
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Addendum 2: PSA conversation with the Scottish Parent and Teacher 
Council 

From: Joan Orr <admin@sptc.info> 

Date: 3 March 2017 at 10:45 

Subject: PC/PTA charity advice & fundraising issues around inflatables & pony rides 

To: Ida Maspero <idamaspero@gmail.com> 

Hi Ida 

Nice to speak to you today.  I have had a word with my director and she gives the following 
advice. 

1.       Keep your charitable trust separate from your Parent Council (PC) as this means anyone 
can be a Trustee.  If you make your PC a charity then only the members of the Parent council 
can be trustees and this is onerous. Also, only parents/carers who have a child at the school can 
be on the Parent Council so it is easier if you have someone who is prepared to commit to the 
charity after their child has moved on.  All the funds raised by the charity are then given to the 
PC. 

2.       Merge your PC and PTA so that the PTA becomes a fundraising sub-committee of the PC. 
This saves on insurance and also protects the committee from being sued individually for 
damages should there be an accident at one of your events. I am attaching guidelines on how to 
do this, amend constitution etc.  It is important that the PTA is properly wound up as a legal 
entity. 

3.       I’m also attaching our guidelines for inflatables and pony rides which are classed as high-risk 
activities by the insurers. This year we have had an unprecedented number of accident claims. 
Sadly there are so many adverts for accident claim lawyers that people are looking for money. 
The more claims we have the higher our premiums will become and this will have to be passed 
on to our members.  We are entirely self-funded by our membership services and receive no 
funding from local or national government. 

Finally, there is lots of information and FAQs on our website www.sptc.info and now every parent 
at the school can create their own login and access the members’ areas. 

  

Kind regards 

Joan 

Joan Orr 

Finance & Administration Officer 

Scottish Parent Teacher Council 

Mansfield Traquair Centre 

15 Mansfield Place 

Edinburgh 

EH3 6BB 

Telephone 0131 474 6199 

Website           http://www.sptc.info/ 

Twitter @parents_sptc Facebook: SPTC – Scottish Parent Teacher Council  

Company No: SC151086  Charity No: SC019168   
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